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EPA and HUD Move to Protect Chlldren from Lead-Based Paint
Poisoning; Disclosure of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housmg

SUMMARY

The Environumen:al Protection Agency (EPA) and

the Deparment of Housing and Urban Development

(HUD) are announcing efforts to ensure thar the
public receives the information necessary to prevent
lead poisoning in homes that may conrain lead-based
paint hazards. Beginning this fall, most home buvers
and renters will recetve known information on lead-
based painr and lead-based paimt hazards during
sales and remals of housing built before 1978.
Buyers and renters will receive specific information
on lead-based paint in the housing as well as a
Federal pamphliet with practical, low-cost tips on
identifving and controlling lead-based paint hazards.
Sellers, landlords, and their agents will be
responsible for providing this information to the
buver or renter before sale or lease.

LEAD-BASED PAINT IN HOUSING

Approximartety three-guarters of the naton's

housing stock built before 1978 (approximately 64
million dweilings) contains some lead-based paint.
When properly maintained and managed, this paint

poses little risk. However, 1.7 million children have

blood-lead levels above safe lunits, mostly due to
exposure to lead-based paint hazards.

EFFECTS OF LEAD POISONING

Lead poisoning can cause permanent damage to the
brain and many other organs and causes reduced

intelligence and behavioral problems. Lead can also

cause abnorrnal fetal development in pregnant women.

BACKGROUND

To protect families from =xposure 1o lead from
paint, dust, and soil, Congress passed the
Residential [.ead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act

of 1992, also known as Title X. Section 1018 of this
law directed HUD and EPA o require the
disclosure of known information on lead-based paint
and lead-based paint hazards before the sale or lease’
of mosr housing built before 1978,

WHAT IS REQUIRED

Before ratification of a conract for housing sale or
lease:

& Sellers and landlords must disclose known lead-
based paint and lead-based paint hazards and
provide available reports to buyers or renters.

& Sellers and landlords
must give buyers and
renters the pamphlet,
developed by EPA,
HUD, and the
Consumer Product

. Safery Comumission
{CPSC), titled
FProrect Your Family
Jfrom Lead in Your
Home. '

e Home buyers will ger a 10-day period 1o conduct
a lead-based pamn inspection or risk assessment
at their own expense. The rule gives the rwo
parties flexibility to negortiaie key terms of the
evaluarion.

® Sales contracts and leasing agreements must
include certain notification and disclosure
language. _

s

® Sellers, lessors, and real estate agents share
respensibiiity for ensuring compliance.
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Disclosure of information on Lead-Rased Paint and/or Lead-Based Paint Hazards

Lead Warning Statement

Every purchaser of any interest in residential real property on which a residentiai dwelling was built prior to 1978 i5
notified that such property may present exposure to lead from lead-based paint that may piace young childrer at risk
of developing lead poisoning. Lead poisoning in young children may produce permanent neurological damage,
indluding learning disabilities, reduced intelligence quotient, behavioral problems, and impaired memory. Lead
poisoning also poses a particular risk to pregnant women. The seller of any interest in residential real property is
required to provide the buyer with any information on jead-based paint hazards from risk assessments or inspections
in the seller’s possession and notify the buyer of any known lead-based paint hazards. A risk assessment or inspection
for possible lead-based paint hazards is recommended prior to purchase.

“Seller’s Disclosure -
(@) Presence of lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards (check (i) or (i} belowy):

{i) Known lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards are present in the housing
{explain). :

(i)
(b} Records and reports availabie to the sefler (check () or {ii) below):

Sefler has no knowledge of lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in the housing.

{# Seller has provided the purchaser with all available records ‘and reports pertaining to lead-
based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in the housing {list documents below).

(1) Seller has no reports or records pertaining to lead-based paiht and/or lead-based paint
hazards in the housing. ' : : :

Purchaser's Acknowledgment (initial)

(Q Purchaser has received copies of all information listed above.

(d) Purchaser has received the pamphiet Protect Your Family from Lead in Your Home.
{e) Purchaser has {check (i) or (i) below):

i received a 10-day opportunity (or mutually agreed upon period) to conduct a risk assess-
ment or inspection for the presence of lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards; or

(i) waived the opportunity to conduct a risk assessment or inspection for the presence of
lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards.

Agent’s Acknowledgment (initial)

() Agent has informed the seller of the seller’s obligations under 42 U.S.C4852d and is
aware of his/her responsibility to ensure compliance.

Certification of Accuracy

The following parties have reviewed the information above and certify, to the best of their knowiedge, that the
information they have provided s true and accurate.

" Seller . . Date Seller Date
Furchaser _ ' Date Purchaser : Date
Agent Date Agent ' Date
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